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Again, Paracelsus had the law on his side, but showed poor
political judgment in his use of it. Having antagonized the
town fathers and the doctors, he now stirred up the pharma-
cists. He first criticized abuses, such as the employment of
children, unlicensed, or inexperienced persons in pharmacies.
Pressing for closer supervision and broader powers for the mu-
nicipal doctor, Paracelsus apparently sought to supervise the
prescriptions of other doctors.
Resistance against his summary measures ran high. In-
trigues, pin-pricks, and passive disobedience made difficulties
for the municipal doctor. Finally, weary of pleading and threat-
ening, Paracelsus sent the Aldermen the following letter:
"Honorable, austere, pious, provident, generous, wise, gra-
cious, and favorable gentlemen who have appointed me as
a physician and ordinarius:
"It has come to my knowledge that doctors and other phy-
sicians who reside here have commented unbecomingly in
the streets and cloisters on the status which I received
through your kindness. This does great damage to my practice
and my patients. They boast they are the faculty and dean
and that your appointment of me, a foreigner, is without
right and merit; so that I would rather not have followed
the honorable call of your austere, gracious wisdom.
"With the help of God, I have cured invalids whom the
ignorance of other doctors almost maimed and I think that
I should deserve honor instead of infamy. Your austere,
honorable wisdom has appointed me physician and professor;
you are my superiors, masters, faculty and dean, not they;
and I should be entitled to graduate my disciples to be
doctors as behooves a full professor.
"Should the other doctors have power to prevent that, I